Candidacy Presentation Instructions


Overview
Per ACEN Transition-to-Practice Policies 203 and 225, in order to become a candidate for accreditation with the ACEN, the program must first be deemed eligible for accreditation. Once eligibility for accreditation is determined, the program must pay the required accreditation fee(s), and submit a Candidacy Presentation for review.

The Candidacy Presentation is an opportunity for the program to demonstrate that it has the potential to achieve initial accreditation within the timeframe established by the ACEN. Therefore, the ACEN requires the submission of a Candidacy Presentation that addresses key Transition-to-Practice Accreditation Standards and Criteria.

Candidacy Presentation Requirements
Using the Guidelines for the Preparation of Written Reports to the ACEN, the transition-to-practice program seeking candidacy must prepare and submit a Candidacy Presentation documenting the program’s current compliance with select ACEN Standards and Criteria.

In the Candidacy Presentation, the program must document and describe its current compliance with the following:
	Standard 1 Mission, Governance, and Resources
		Criterion 1.2
		Criterion 1.4
	Standard 2 Program Educators and Staff
		Criterion 2.1
		Criterion 2.3
	Standard 3 Nurse Residents
		Criterion 3.1
	Standard 4 Curriculum
		Criterion 4.1
		Criterion 4.4
		Criterion 4.6
	Standard 5 Outcomes
		Submission of the program’s Systematic Plan of Evaluation


Report Format and Submission Process
The Candidacy Presentation is submitted electronically: https://acenursing.atlassian.net/servicedesk/customer/portal/5/group/6/create/78 

Review Process
The Candidacy Presentation is reviewed by ACEN staff who evaluate the presentation to determine whether the program:
1. demonstrated that it is currently in compliance with the selected Standards and Criteria; or
2. demonstrated that it has the potential be in compliance with the selected Standards and Criteria within the candidacy timeframe.

In addition to a decision regarding Candidacy per ACEN Policy 225, the program will receive feedback about the content and quality of the Candidacy Presentation submitted.

Programs are reminded that all written reports submitted to the ACEN follow the same format. Therefore, when the program receives feedback about its Candidacy Presentation this feedback can easily be incorporated into the Self-Study Report that will be required prior to an initial accreditation site visit. 

